The following is an article from the January 1, 1988 edition of the Grand Marais Pilot & Pictured Rocks Review. A picture of the Island referred to can be found in the Photo Gallery at Saveyourharbor.com
GULL ISLAND

“Only A Memory”

In the year of 1907 Gull Island first appeared as a sand bar. As we are all aware it has vanished today. Many people have fond memories of picnicking and spending enjoyable times on the island.

I found the above photograph while sorting through Pilot photographs and called local historian Ted Soldenski to get some facts about the island. Ted remembers the island well as a place to fish and when it was wooded with large trees and even the lagoon. But he couldn’t set the exact date of the disappearance of the island and so far no one can remember the exact year it disappeared but the date has been narrowed down to the years between 1971 and 1973.

John Bateste Masse, a commercial fisherman owned the island at one time and his fish house can be seen in the above photograph. His son Burton remembers the island well and estimated it as once being around eight acres. Discussion of the island led to Brody Block. Between 1964 and 1970 Brody researched and wrote a paper concerning Gull Island. The paper provides interesting information on the island.

The island was situated on the north central boundary of Grand Marais Harbor approximately ½ mile from land with Lake Superior to the north. In 1964 the island was approximately 4.7 acres. A dune on the west end of the island rose to about 25 feet above the water level.

The island was the result of man creating a change in the surrounding area with the building of the seawall from the east pier. The growth of the island from 1907 was quite spectacular due to the shoreline currents and prevailing winds carrying sand to the area of the island.

Appropriately named Gull Island the island was a haven for Herring Gulls. In June of 1964 Brody observed 234 nests. He also notes that the nests built on the grasses by the gulls were quite elaborate and questioned the logic of the Gulls that built on the beaches of the north side where the waves partially washed them away.

The wooded area of the island consisted of a concentrated area of the Tag Alder which grew in the low wet central portion of the island. A few white birch, red berried Elder, two species of willow, small tooth aspen, a single red  maple and black spruce, a few white spruce and the sand cherry were scattered throughout the island. A group of populus (Balsamifera) being 40 feet in height were easily observed from the mainland.

Brody counted fourteen different wild grasses and flowers but interestingly the dandelion was not found on the island.

In concluding his research of the island in 1970 he counted only 163 nests due to the reduction of the island. The protective breakwall had deteriorated to the point of nonexistence in 1970 and the wave action had reduced the island to approximately 1/3 the size of 1964. The Populus Balsamifera, the island’s largest trees had been washed into Lake Superior.

In closing his paper Brody stated “Repeated efforts of the local citizenry, local government, the Audubon Society and others have failed to initiate any favorable results on the replacement of the breakwall. Should this situation continue the future of Gull Island is indeed bleak. By 1975,onlymemories of this once beautiful island will remain.”
 He was definitely right. If anyone in Pilot Land has photographs of the island or stories to share with us we would enjoy hearing from you.

